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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
WHITE HOUSE CALLS UD PROFESSOR TO THANK HIM FOR ARTICLE
HE WROTE ON BUSH'S PERFORMANCE AT NATIONAL CATHEDRAL
DAYTON, Ohio - A University of Dayton history professor has been praised by the
White House for an article he wrote about President Bush's performance at the National
Cathedral in Washington, D.C., this fall.
Larry Schweikart received a call this past week from Tim Goeglein, deputy director of
the White House public liaison, offering thanks from the president for a guest colunm he posted
online the day after the president's Sept. 14 address.
"Mr. Goeglein said he was speaking on behalf of 'President George Bush and calling to
express the president's gratitude for the article,"' Schweikart recalled. "I was shocked, really,
and honored. Apparently, it struck a chord with the president."
The article, "The Weight of the World, the Responsibility of a Generation," can be found
at http:/ /www.ashbrook.org.
Schweikart said Goeglein told him the public liaison office had received about 20 e-mails
either providing the link to his article or including the article as an attachment.
He wrote the piece after Bush spoke at the first nationally televised service for victims
and their families of the Sept. 11 attacks. Many Americans, analysts and the public alike,
lauded Bush for his performance, saying he had risen to the occasion of the day.
"Like many Americans, I was awed and spellbound by the president's performance,"
Schweikart said. "I got up the next day and tapped out the article. I typed the first draft
without a single typo. I don't recall ever doing that. There was something palpable in the way he
had changed."
After he finished the article, Schweikart posted it on http:/ /www.FreeRepublic, a
conservative Web site dedicated to an open political forum on national issues. In several days,
it drew more than 120 responses from readers. One e-mailer recommended Schweikart submit it
to the Ashbrook Center's Web site, a public affairs organization located at Ashland University,
which accepted the article.
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Schweikart said he has been inundated with e-mails, phone calls and letters
from throughout the U.S., praising him for the piece and asking for consent to reprint it in
newsletters and on Web sites. And a friend from Arizona called him to say he was sent a copy
of the article through the mail sans the writer's byline.
In the article, Schweikart describes Bush pre-Sept. 11: "This was a man who admitted to
having a drinking problem in younger years, and whose happy-go-lucky lifestyle led him to
mediocre grades in college and an ill-fated oil venture." And Bush post-Sept. 11: "And on
Friday, this was a man who bore the weight of the world and the responsibilities of a generation
with dignity, class, confidence, appropriate solemnity, and even much-needed wit."
On how history might record Bush's leadership, Schweikart writes: "Then came the
defining moment of our generation. Some people fondly recall their Woodstock days. Others
mark with grim sadness November 22, 1963, as the day America lost her innocence. But I firmly
believe when the history of this time is written, it will be acknowledged by friend and foe alike
that President George W. Bush came of age in the cathedral and lifted a nation off its knees."
Schweikart shared that he did receive one unfavorable "review." It came from a caller
who said the UD professor should not be allowed to teach based on his conservative political
leanings. Schweikart returned the man's call.
"He was too chicken to leave his name, but he didn't know I had caller ID," Schweikart
explained. "He stammered and stuttered, and didn't want to discuss politics. I didn't get too
upset with him, though. I figure if the president liked the article, that's good enough for me."
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For media interviews, contact Larry Schweikart at home at (513) 748-4257 or via e-mail
at schweikart@erinet.com.

